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VX. A Letter from the Revd My. Timothy
Neve, Secretary of the Gentlemen’s So-
ciety at Peterborourg, 2o C. Mortimer, Secr.
R. 8. containing his Obfervations of tawo
Parhelia, or Mock-Suns, feen Dec. 3o,

1735. and of an Aurora Borealis, Dec.
11,1735,

§ IR,

Send you an Account of two Phenomena which

I lately faw : The firft was on Twefday the 3oth
of December paft, as 1 was riding betwixt Cherry
Orton:and Alwalton in the County of Huntingdon,
1 obferved two ‘Parbelia, the fitft of which fhone fo
bright, that at firft Sight I took it for the real Sun, till
looking a little farther on my left Hand, I was con-
vinced of my Miftake, by feeing the true Sun much
the brighteft in the Middle, and a Mock-Sun on cach
Side, in a Line exattly parallel to the Horizon. I
gucfled their Diftance to be about 40 Diameters of
the Sun, or, as they ufually appear, 23 Degrees. That
on the left Hand of the Sun, when I aw it firft, was
fmall and faint, but in about two Minutes time: be-
came as large and bright as the other, and appeard at
once as two white lucid Spots on each Side the Sun,
Eaft and Weft, feemingly as big, but not fo well de-
fin'd : In about three Minutes they loft both their Co-
four and Form, and put on thofe of the Rainbow ;
the Red and Yellow in both very beautiful and ftrong
aearcft to the Sun, the other Colours fainter. They be-
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came as two Parts of an Arch, or Segment of a Cir-
cle, with the Concave towards the Sun, only round
at Top, the Light and Colours fireaming downwards,
and tending towards a Point below. This continued
for about four or five Minutes, when the Colours gra-
dually difappearing, they became, as before two lucid
Spots, without any Diftinction of Colours. They laft-
cd a full Hour, fomctimes one brighter, and fome-
times the other, according to the Variation of the
Clouds and ‘Air, as 1 fupppofe. When'I firft faw it,
it was exaltly a Quarter after Eleven. There had been
a Froft in the Morning, which went away pretty {foon
with a thick Mift, and between 10 and 11 0'Clock
cleard up, leaving only a Hazinefs in the Air be-
hind it : The Weather quite calm, Wind, as I thought,
N. W, ‘

Thefe Parbelia commonly are feen with a Circle
or Halo round the Sun, concentrical to it, and paf-
fing through the Disks of the fpurious or Mock-Suns.
But there was not the leaft Appearance of fuch a Circle
here, it having only a Tendency towards one, when it
was feen with the Rainbow Colours.

The other Phznomenon was that pretty comsnon
one of the Aurora Borealis, of which though you
have fo many exa& and curious Accounts in your
lcarned Tranfactions, yet 1 do not remember any
one in the Manner I faw this of the 13th paft. A
little after five 0°Clock, 1 obferv’d the Northern He-
mifphere to be obfcured by a dusky red Vapour, in
which, by Degrecs, appear’d feveral very {mall black
Clouds near the Horizon. I thought it {fecem’d to be
a Preparation for thofe Lights which afterwards were
fcen s the firlt Eruption of which was within a Quar-
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ter of an Hour, full Eaft, from behind one of the fmall
dark Clouds, and foon after feveral others full North.
Thefe Streams of Light were of the fame dusky red
Colour as the Vapour, juft appear’d, and vanifh'd in-
ftantly. I faw cight or ten of thefe at once, about the
Breadth of the Rainbow, of different Heights, feveral
Degrees above the Horizon, and look’d like fo many
red Pillars in the Air; and no fooner did they difap-
pear, but others fhew’d themfelves in different Places.
In about half an Hour, this Coloyr of the Vapour gra-
dually chang’d itfelf towards the ufual White, and
fpread itfelf much wider and higher; and after that, ap-

pear’d as common. Tam, SIR,
Peterborourg, 2our moft obedient
Jan. 29, 1735-6. bumble Servant,

Tim. Neve.

X. An Obfervation of tawo Parhelia, or Mock-
Suns, feen at Witemberg #n Saxony, on.
Dec. 31, 1735. O. 8. Jan. 11, 1736.
N. S. by John-Frid. Weidler, F. R. §. &c.
E{ rmg/lgted from the Latin by T.S, M. D.

“R. §.

Tas. II. Fi1c. 4.
\HIS Day, a little after 10 in the Morning, a
Friend told me, that feveral Suns were to be
feen in the Heavens: Whereupon I went dire&ly into
the Garden adjoining to my Houfe, and immediately
faw near the Sun S, on its Left or Weftern Side (1)
the



